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Zorro's Black Whip (1944 


Linda Stirling, unmasked, as The 
Black Whip. 


Zorro's Black Whip 


saturday morning pictures serials Choice 
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Zorro's Black Whip is a 1944 12-chapter 
film serial by Republic Pictures starring 
Linda Stirling. The film was made after the 
1940 20th Century-Fox remake of The 
Mark of Zorro in order to capitalize on it. 
Republic was not able to use the character 
of Zorro himself, however, and despite the 
title, the hero(ine) is called The Black Whip 
throughout. 


The serial is set in pre-statehood Idaho, 
and involves a fight to prevent and ensure 
statehood by the villains and heroes 
respectively. 


Parts of the serial were reused as stock 
footage to pad out later serials such as 
Don Daredevil Rides Again (1951) and Man 
with the Steel Whip (1954) - despite the 
fact that both of those serials had male 
leads. 

Plot : Zorro's Black Whip the word Zorro 
never occurs, but a female who behaves 
like Don Diego in Idaho fights a cabal of 
corrupt politicians as "The Black Whip" 
after her brother (the original Black Whip) 
is killed Hammond, owner of the town's 
stagecoach line and a leading citizen on 
the council, is secretly opposed to Idaho 
becoming a state—because government 
protection would destroy the system and 
organization 


he has constructed—and conducts 
raids against citizens and settlers 
alike to prevent order, while keeping 
his own identity as the organization's 
leader secret. The town marshal is 
meanwhile powerless to act outside 
his jurisdiction beyond the town 
boundary. Randolph Meredith, owner 
of the town's newspaper, as the Black 
Whip, opposes this scheme to defeat 
statehood, but one day he is killed 
after preventing yet another coup. 
Meredith's sister Barbara, expert with 
a bullwhip and pistol, dons 
Randolph's black costume and mask 
and becomes "The Black Whip" in her 
brother's place, dealing a blow to 
Hammond and his gang each time 
they perform some heinous act in 
their efforts to keep the town, and 
their power over it, unchanged. Aided 
by recently arrived undercover US 
government agent Vic Gordon, 
Barbara (Linda Stirling) as The Black 
Whip is quite obviously female but, 
even after a bout of wrestling, the 
villains do not realise they aren't 
fighting a man. Some reference is 
made to this in the script, however, 
when the villains are trying to 
determine who the Black Whip's 
secret identity could be: 
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The Black Whip 


Barbara Meredith 


Real Name 


First Appearance Zorro's Black Whip 
1944) 


| Original 
Publisher 


| Created by 


Republic Pictures 


Linda Stirling 


Origin 
Dan Hammond, a stagecoach 
owner opposed to Idaho 
becoming a state, secretly 
dispatches raiding parties 
throughout the territory to create 
chaos. They are opposed by a 
hero known as the Black Whip. 


The original Black Whip was 
Randolph Meredith, owner of a 
local newspaper. After he was 
killed, his sister Barbara took his 
place, demonstrating the same 
amazing fighting prowess as her 
brother. 


As the Black Whip, Barbara 
proved to be a more capable 
rider, gunfighter and fist fighter 
than most men. She is also a 
master with the bullwhip, which 
she wields along with her six 

shooter. 


Zorro's Black Whip 


Linda Stirling, adventure actress in 1940s and ‘50s Associated Press LOS 
ANGELES-Linda Stirling, a star of 1940s and '50s adventure film serials such as 
"The Tiger Woman" and “Zorro's Black Whip,” has died. She was 75. Miss 
Stirling died July 20 of cancer at her home in Studio City, the Los Angeles 
Times reported Saturday. Miss Stirling was born in Long Beach and started 
acting when she was 15. While taking drama classes, the auburn beauty with 
classic features became a model, appearing in several national magazines. 


Republic Pictures signed her in 1944 to make serial pictures, episodic 
adventures that accompanied main features. Such movies, inspired Steven 
Spielberg and George Lucas decades later in producing their “Indiana Jones" 
film trilogy. Miss Stirling also appeared in two dozen westerns and feature films, 
including “The Cherokee Flash,” “The Sheriff of Cimarron,” “Topeka Terror’and 
"The Mysterious Mr. Valentine.” She recently said in a newsletter to fans that 
"The Tiger Woman" was her favorite work. “Even though | didn't know what | 
was doing half the time,” she wrote, "the stuntmen were i ' V “-. 


j r Linda Stirling in 1946 always so helpful ... they made the long hours and 
grueling pace go by quickly." Miss Stirling later carved a career in teaching. 
After earning bachelor's and master's degrees from UCLA, she taught English 
and literature at Glendale College for 27 years. 


Miss Stirling was married for 44 years to writer and producer A. Sloan Nibley, 
who died in 1990 


Obviously, making Westerns and serials was hard work. “We generally did the 
serials in a month, Westerns in a week. There was always pressure because all 
the shooting had to be done before dark. It wasn’t glamorous, believe me! 
Working hours were long. | was often up at 4am and at the studio by 4:30 for 
make-up. My hair had to be set and dried each morning so it would exactly 
match the film already shot. We had to be ready for the first take at 8am 
sharp, and it generally took about an hour to get to location. We seldom got 
back to the studio before 8pm. | never seemed to get to bed before 11 or 
midnight. Then up at 4. But Republic was like a big family. Since we worked on 
a serial for a month or more, Westerns seemed like vacations. Once director 
Spence Bennet asked if | could do a running insert. | said sure, although | had 
no idea what it was. (The camera car travels ahead of a galloping horse, 
filming horse and rider.) My horse took it as a personal challenge to outrun the 
camera truck. | was just along for the ride being bounced around on this 
galloping horse.” 


Linda was married to screenwriter Sloan Nibley until his death in 1990. Nibley 
wrote most of the great Roy Rogers Republic Westerns in the late ‘40s before 
turning to episodic TV in the early ‘50s. “He was going to be a musician, then 
decided he’d be a doctor, neither of which he was able to do very well. There 
wasn't much choice left, so he decided to be a writer. This was during the 
depression, before | knew him. He drove a beer truck, delivering beer to all the 
big restaurants while he wrote at night. Eventually, he managed to get a junior 
writer contract at MGM. It was a learning process. | met him at Republic. He 
wrote a lot of the Roy Rogers. He’d just come back from the service and one 
day a friend of mine said, ‘There’s this guy that wants to meet you.’ | said, 
‘Sure, that’s alright.’ Later, Sloan told me what he'd said to this friend, whom I'd 
gone out with a lot, who was really just a good friend but a fun fellow. What 
Sloan had said to him was, ‘Are you serious about Linda?’ And he said, ‘We're 
just really very good friends. Sloan told him, ‘OK—I just want you to stay away 
once you introduce me to her because she’s mine.’ (Laughs) He’d made up his 
mind...| hadn’t made mine up...but he made his up and that more or less took 
care of it. (Laughs) Sloan was the wittiest...It's hard to describe...people just 
absolutely would smile when they were around him. He was one very, very 
amusing man. As for writing Westerns, he was always interested in the period 
and did a lot of research. He kept saying they wouldn't let him write an 
authentic Western because no one would believe it.” 


Stuntlady Babe De Freest doubled Linda in practically everything. “In ‘Zorro’s 
Black Whip’ there was one stunt they didn’t want Babe to do, a jump from the 
top of the barn onto a horse as it was galloping by. They thought it was too 
difficult. So they told Joe (Yrigoyen) to do it; which he did, and fell off the 
horse and broke his leg. They put his brother Bill (Yrigoyen) there, he missed 
and ended up in the tree. Babe said, ‘Why don’t you let me do it?’ They 
weren't sure, but she did it perfectly. It was a very successful stunt. She was 
much shorter than |, stockier, but she’s incredible as a double. There were 
times when we saw the rushes, we would argue about which one of us it was. 
Most of the time we couldn't tell. She was amazing.” 
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New sonar images have been released that could reveal where Earhart’s fateful flight ended. 


Amelia Earhart’s lost plane may have 
just been discovered on ocean floor 


after 87 years 
Amazing Discoverys 


D ANDERSON 


If this her plane might close 

answers 

to amazing adverturer as lot of 
mysteries of what happened too her over 
years . 

Despite multiple searches around the 
Pacific Ocean, where she was last known 
to be, her plane has never been found. 


The mysterious nature of the case has 
long captured public attention, and one 
man made it his life’s mission to get to 
the bottom of it. Tony Romeo is a real 
estate agent but holds a private pilot 
licence. 


He’s so invested in Earhart’s mystery that 
he recently sold his business to fund his 
search for her plane. 


Jan 31, 2024 


“This is maybe the most exciting thing I'll 
ever do in my life,” he said. 


“| feel like a 10-year-old going on a 
treasure hunt.” 


He bought a $9 million underwater drone, 
hired a crew of 16 people and began 
what would become a 100-day search. 


The team scanned over 5,200 square 
miles of seafloor in an area between 
Papua New Guinea and Hawaii. 


They used the Hugin 6000 drone, able to 
access the deepest layer of the ocean, 
which is 19,700 feet (or 6,000 meters). 


After over three months, they collected a 
sonar image of what appears to be a 
plane on the floor of the ocean. 


Amelia Mary Earhart was 
an American aviation 
pioneer and writer. 
Earhart was the first 
female aviator to fly solo 


across the Atlantic Ocean. 


Born: 24 July 1897, Atchison, Kansas, 
United States 

Education: Columbia University (1919- 
1920), MORE 

Spouse: George P. Putnam (m. 1931- 
1939) 

Known for: Many early aviation records, 
including first woman to fly solo across 
the Atlantic Ocean 

Awards: Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Legion of Honour 

Parents: Samuel Stanton Earhart, Amelia 
Otis Earhart 

Siblings: Grace Muriel Earhart Morrissey 


20 May 1932: Amelia Earhart began 


— 


her solo t 


Uncovering Amelia Earhart's Plane: 
The Final Mystery Solved? 


Candy Matson 


Old Time Radio choice 


Original release: June 29, 
1949 —; May 20, 1951 

Candy Matson was a radio program on 
NBC West Coast that aired from June 29, 
1949, to May 20, 1951. It centered on 
Candy Matson, a female private investigator 
with a wry sense of humor and a penthouse 
on Telegraph Hill in San Francisco. 


Who played Candy Matson? Natalie Parks 

It was created by Monty Masters and starred 
his wife Natalie Parks as Candy Matson. When 
Monty Masters created the show, he planned to 
star in it himself, as a male private detective. 
His mother-in-law convinced him to change the 
lead to a female, which led to his wife being the 
star. Every show opened with a ringing 
telephone and our lady shamus answering it 
with “Candy Matson, YU 2-8209” and then the 
organ swung into the theme song, “Candy.” 
Each job took Candy from her apartment on 
Telegraph Hill into some actual location in San 
Francisco. The writers, overseen by 


Monty, worked plenty of real Bay Area locations 
into every plot. Candy was bright, tough, and 
fearless. She used her pistol infrequently, but 
was unintimidated by bad guys, regardless of 
circumstances. Threats, assaults, and even 
bullets would usually produce a caustic, but 
clever, response for this blonde sleuth who was 
more than willing to use people’s assumptions 
to her advantage. She and Mallard were 
frequently working the same case, but she 
usually solved it first. 


OTR experts generally agree that this show was 
the finest of all the female Pls. Although the 
show ran until May 1951, it never attracted a 
permanent sponsor (although the first season’s 
final episode ended with the announcement 
that “Candy Matson Is San Francisco’s Most 
Popular Program”), nor did it gain the national 
audience ir deserved-it remained strictly a 
West Coast program. 
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The words appear UP, DOWN, BACKWARDS, and 
DIAGONALLY. Find and circle each word. 
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1. She Also Flew the Autogiro 


In 1930, after only 15 minutes of 
instruction, Earhart became the 
first woman to fly an autogiro, 
made by Pitcairn and featuring 
rotating blades to increase lift and 
allow short takeoffs and landings. 
Earhart set the first autogiro 
altitude record and made two 
autogiro cross-country tours, which 
were marked by three public 
crashes. Though Earhart was the 
most famous woman pilot, she was 
not necessarily the most skilled. 


2. First Woman Vice President of 
the National Aeronautic Association 


Earhart became the first woman 
vice president of the National 
Aeronautic Association, which 
authorized official records and 
races. She persuaded the 
organization to establish separate 
female records because women did 
not have the money or planes — 
and thus the experience — to 
fairly compete against men for 
“world” titles. 


3. Politically Outspoken 


Earhart lobbied Congress for 
aviation legislation. She also 
lobbied for birth control rights, 
supported women in politics and 
business, and endorsed the draft 
for men, women, and even the 
elderly to promote equality and 
peace 
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The Marvellous Plastic-Eating Mushroom 
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When Yale University students found 
Pestalotiopsis in the rainforests of Ecuador 
in 2011, they discovered the first fungus 
that not only has a voracious appetite for 
plastic but can thrive in oxygen-starved 
environments like landfills. They taste good 
too. In 2008, a student named Pria Anand 
gathered specimens for one purpose - To 
find a microbe that could devour plastic. 
That's when she stumbled across the 
Pestalotiopsis microspora. Though she did 
unveil the incredible properties of the fungi, 
she was unable to get the desired results 
by the time she graduated, in 2010. 


The Untapped Potential of the Amazon’s Plastic-Eating Mushroom 


environment news 


Sunes ceeeeeeae AMAZING NEWS 


The Marvellous Plastic-Eating Mushroom They taste good too. 
Austrian designer Katharina Unger teamed up with scientists 
from Holland's Utrecht University to develop the Fungi Mutarium, 
which uses pods of agar gelatine that nourish the fungus with 
sugars and starch until UV-treated plastic is stuffed into the 


middle. 


How long does it take for fungi to eat plastic? 

The fungi — Aspergillus terreus and Engyodontium album — are 
usually found in plants and soil. It took 90 days for the fungi to 
degrade 27 per cent of the plastic tested, and about 140 days 

to completely break it down, after the samples were exposed to 


ultraviolet rays or heat. 


(AVENGERS 


THE: A DRAMA) 


The Avengers: Audio Drama Mitch McFarlan 


The Avengers: Audio 


Drama 
By Mitch McFarland 


cae RARER eh PODCAST CHOICE 


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the- 


What mushroom could one day replace plastic? 

This mushroom could one day replace plastic - Meet tinder ... 
Fomes fomentarius 

Research published in the journal Science Advances assessed the 
engineering potential of one particular mushroom, Fomes 
fomentarius, commonly known as the tinder fungus. Mushrooms 
have long been loved for their culinary and medicinal properties, 
but now there's another reason to appreciate these fascinating 
fungi. 

What mushroom kills plastic? 

How does Pestalotiopsis microspora eat plastic? 

The process, called mycoremediation, occurs naturally in the world 
of fungi. In this process, the fungi produce enzymes that can break 
down different types of pollutants, including plastics. One 
mushroom species, called Pestalotiopsis microspora, is especially 
hungry for plastic. 


X Men The Audio Drama retells the 
adventures of the Uncanny X-Men from 
the very beginning, using the comic book 
history and stories as a template while 
retelling and modernizing the tales. 


Bring live to the comic aerires and exspare 
more then what you get on tv screen or 
film grow character development to make 
storyline stronger end up feeling jump in 
pages of comic book like your reader also 
like golden age radio superhero 

Spun off from Scyther Audio's "X-Men: 

The Audio Drama" series, comes The 


Avengers! Operating under the same 
premise of using the comic book history 
and stories as a template while 
modernizing the tales, listen as Earth's 
Mightiest Heroes come together and save 
the world 


https://podcasts.apple.com 
/gb/podcast/x-men-the- 
audio-drama/id902813725 


X-Men: The Audio Drama 
Karl Dutton. 


4 Seasons 


X MEN 


avengers-audio-drama/id1719678844 


issue 2 


Tuesday Sep 23, 20XX 


COME ON, 


STEVE !; 


here’s a short article on Roland Davies himself, with some nice examples of the strip. 


Come on, Steve! The Animated Adventures of “Steve the 


Horse” 
Lost Britsh Comic Catoon 


sdecdeemeeuses FROM GOLDEN AGE OF BRITSH COMIC 


here are 6 animated cartoons in the Steve the Horse series, based 
of Roland Davies popular British comic strip ‘Come on Steve!’ In GB, 
the strip ran from 1932 through 1947, carried by the Sunday 
Dispatch and The Sunday Express. The strip consists of mostly cute 
sight gags involving Steve; Elements of the graphic style and 
content remind me a lot of Otto Soglo’s Little King. While far from 
a groundbreaking series, there enjoyable moments throughout. 
Cinderella Steve is downright bizarre throughout, with poor Steve 
caught in a hay baler early on— and enjoying being spanked by 
the machine. 


The animated films were produced at a studio founded by the artist 
himself, recruiting young artists from several art schools to animate 
the films. Funny enough, the films seem to have a kinship at times 
with the Van Beuren Studio in New York a handful of years earlier. 
While primitive in animation, they're still a fun watch- and if Steve 
the Horse can entertain you a little after all these years, he’s done 
his duty. 


The small studio survived just long enough to produce 6 films and 
a 1937 advertising short for Ford Tractors (titled ‘Come on Steve!’ 
According to the article below, another film was planned in color 
that doesn’t seem to have happened. 


Here's a nifty page about the 9.5mm release of the Steve the 
Horse shorts. 


And, here’s a short article on Roland Davies himself, with some nice 
examples of the strip. 


https://eafa.ehost.uea.ac.uk/work/?id=2537 


https://youtu.be/AOAFr089-Tc?si=AllcP69F qQJUk7al 


One of the cartoonists who worked on the “Steve” series was Ronald “Carl” 
Giles, before he became a cartoonist first with Reynolds’ News, and then 
settled in for a nearly half-century run at the (London) Daily Express 
(interestingly enough, considering where the Steve strip appeared). The 
book “Giles’ War” by Tim Benson goes into Giles’ experiences in working 
on the series. 
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Come on, Steve!’ was a long-running cartoon strip in the Sunday Express, later transferred to the Sunday Dispatch, 
written and drawn by Roland Davies. Davies (1904-1993) produced six animated ‘Come on, Steve!’ cartoons in 1936-37 
out of his own little studio in Ipswich, Suffolk. The films even have their own fan club. Steve also starred in a number of 
books and a couple of Annuals. 


“Come on Steve” was the creation of Roland Davies, whose long career covered sports cartoons, topical cartoons, strip 
cartoons, animated cartoons, children’s books and boys’ weeklies, and as noted in his obituary by Denis Gifford, superb 
paintings which were sold in art galleries to collectors who never knew of his once famous comic horse. 

Born 23rd July 1904 at Stourport, Worcestershire, Davies studied at lpswich School of Art, taking part time evening 
classes for two years, then two years full time. Apprenticed as a lithographer in West Drayton for four years, he produced 
a number of cinema posters, then became a freelance illustrator, drawing cartoons for magazines such 

as Autocar and Motor Cycle. 


By 1928, he was drawing illustrations and covers for the magazine Modern Boy, before getting his big break in March 1932, when he 
began drawing “Come On Steve” for the Sunday Express. This title came from the cries of the race-going crowd as jockey Steve 
Donoghue rode to victory after victory. Davies retained copyright on the character, which was hugely popular, including overseas, 
where it was syndicated to newspapers such as The Argus in Australia. He sunk his savings into an eighteen shilling (90p) stop- 
frame cine camera, set up a studio in his kitchen and spent seven months making a short-animated cartoon film. Once a soundtrack 
had been added, he persuaded Butcher's (a distributor of cinema ‘B’ pictures) to give him a contract for six eight-minute cartoons at 
£800 each. Davies then launched his own cartoon film company, Cartoon Films Limited, based in Museum Street, Ipswich with 
finance from his father-in-law, staffed mainly by students from the Art School. 


“Come on, Steve!” continued in the Sunday Express until 1939, moving to the Sunday Dispatch when they dropped it. 
Roland Davies was given the post of cartoonist at the Dispatch, and added topical comments in cartoons under the 
name of ‘Rod’. 


In the late 1930s, Davies also worked for DC Thomson on and early issues of 7he Beano, drawing “Contrary Mary the 
Moke”, “Whoopee Hank, the Slapdash Sheriff’ and “Boney the Brave, he Lives in a Cave”; for the short-lived The Magic 
Comic, he drew “Bandy Legs” in 1940 and and “Tough Nellie Duff” for 7he Magic Beano Book for 1941. 


During this time, he also worked for DC Thomson’s rivals Amalgamated Press, drawing “Gummy” and “Charlie Chasem” 
for Knock-Out. 


Six cartoon films for the cinema were made during 1936 and 
1937, plus an advertising film for Ford Tractors, adapting the 
strip about the adventures of Steve the Horse and his rider: 
Steve Steps Out, Steve’s Treasure Hunt, Steve’s Cannon Crackers, 
Steve of the River, Steve in Bohemia and Cinderella Steve. A 
further film, Steve Goes to London, to be produced in colour, 
was planned but never appeared. 
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It's CLEAN-UP TIME ABOARD AS CAPTAIN OF THIS 
THE LEAKIN’ LENA... SHIP, IT ORDER THAT 


y CABING/ CECIL, YOU 
WILL SWAB THE 


| ANE, AYE, I THINK T’LL GO UP ON CECIL! YOU'RE 
| UNCLE DECK AND SEE HOW SUPPOSED TO 
CAPTAIN / IS MY CECIL IS COMING BE WASHING 
COMMAND / ALONG. HE SHOULD DOWN THE 
BE ALMOST THROUGH 
MOPPING UP / 


| BUT YOU ONWY DID THIS IS THE SIDE IT USUALLY SIT ON. AND 

HALF OF IT. THIS IF LT DON’T MIND THE DIRT, I FIGURE NO- 

tee. 1S STILL BODY ELSE SHOULD MIND. BESIDES, My 
DIRTN ! CHAIR COVERS THE DIRT 


BOY, WHAT A ¥ 
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Beany and Cecil 


Beany ynd Cecil is an American animated television series created by Bob Clampett for 
the American Broadcasting Company.[1] The cartoon was based on the television puppet 
show Time for Beany, which Clampett produced for Paramount Pictures company and its 
Paramount Television Network beginning 1949. The series was broadcast first as part of 
the series Matty's Funnies during 1962, later renamed Beany and Cecil.[2] A short-lived 
revival, The New Adventures of Beany and Cecil, was produced in 1988. 


